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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 
and  to  the  Ayr  County  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  the  County  for  the  year  1952. 

I havo  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  ROUGHEAD, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


County  Buildings, 
Ayr,  April,  1953. 
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County  Nursing  Superintendent — 

Miss  J.  S.  Hastie. 

Assistant  County  Nursing  Superintendent — 
Miss  K.  E.  Douglas  (Resigned  15/1/53). 
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Other  Clerical  Staff 13 
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County  Medical  Officer  s Report. 

1952. 


I.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  and  Area. — The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the 
population  of  the  Landward  Area  and  Small  Burghs  to  middle  of 
1952  as  236,605.  This  figure  is  511  less  than  his  estimate  for  1951. 

Births.— The  live  births  registered  after  correction  for  transfers 
were  4,158,  equivalent  to  a birth  rate  of  17-6  per  thousand  of 
population,  which  equals  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  figure 
for  Scotland  was  17-7.  The  rates  for  previous  years,  of  which 
I have  record,  are  : — 


1916-20 — Average  Birth-rate 

1921-25 

1926-30 

1931-35 

1936-40 

1941-45 

1946-50 

1951  —Birth-rate 

1952 


25-9 

22-1 

18- 5 
18-6 
18-2 
18-1 

19- 7 
17-6 
17-6 


The  number  of  still-births  registered  after  correction  for  transfers 
during  the  year  was  105,  giving  a rate  of  25  per  thousand  total 
births  compared  with  26  for  Scotland.  The  number  of  still-births 
registered,  for  a number  of  years  past,  with  the  corresponding  rates 
per  thousand  total  births  are  as  follows  : — 


1941  -4  5 — Average 
1946-50 — ,, 

1951 

1952 


Still- Births. 
153 
130 
89 
105 


Rate  per  Thousand 
Total  Births. 

41 

27 

21 

25 


The  details  applicable  to  individual  Burghs  are  given  in  Table  II. 


Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  after  correction  for  transfers  were 
2,640,  which  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  11-2,  as  compared  with 
12-2  in  1951.  The  Scottish  figure  was  12-0.  The  following  are  the 
figures  so  far  as  the}'  are  available  for  preceding  years  : — 

1916-20 — Averago  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  14-6 


1921-25 

1926-30 

1931-35 

1936-40 

1941-45 

1946-50 

1951  — Death-rate 

1952 


11- 5 
11-2 

12- 5 
12-8 
121 

11- 3 

12- 2 
11-2 
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Tables  I.,  II.  and  III.  show  the  mortality  in  the  County  Area 
and  Burghs  during  the  year,  and  Tablo  IV.  gives  similar  figures 
of  deaths  at  different  agos  with  the  percentages  of  the  total  deaths. 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  who 
died  during  the  year  was  125,  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  30,  as  compared  with  37  during  the  preceding  year.  The 
following  are  the  figures  for  previous  years  so  far  as  they  are 
available 


1916-20 — -Average  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

1921-25  „ „ 

1926-30 

1931-35  ,,  ,,  

1936-40 

1941-45 


1946-50 

1951  — Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

19o2  ,,  ,,  ,, 


94 

89 

74 

73 

71 

63 

39 

37 

30 


Of  the  total  deaths,  69  (55  per  cent.)  occurred  during  the 
first  weok  of  life  and  80  (64  per  cent.)  within  the  first  four  weeks. 


Tho  main  causes  of  death  were  congenital  malformations, 
15  (12  per  cent.)  ; pneumonia,  18  (14  per  cent.)  ; injury  at  birth 
27  (22  per  cent.)  ; diarrhoea,  3 (2  per  cent.)  ; and  other  diseases 
peculiar  to  early  infancy,  37  (30  per  cent.). 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. — The  deaths  which  occurred 
from  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases  were  measles  1 and  cerebro- 
spinal fever  1. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculous  Diseases. — Tho  doaths  from  respiratory 
and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  38  and  12  respectively,  giving 
death-rates  of  0-16  and  0-05.  Tho  corresponding  figures  for  tho 
provious  year  were  doaths  54  and  14,  and  death-rates  0-23  and  0-06. 
The  following  are  the  average  deaths-rates  so  far  as  they  are 
available  : — 


Respiratory 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  form £ of 
Tuberculosis. 

Total 

1916-20  (Average) 

•79 

•44 

1-23 

1921-25  (Average) 

•52 

•28 

•80 

1926-30  (Average) 

•45 

•24 

•69 

1931-35  (Average) 

•38 

•19 

•57 

1936-40  (Average) 

•36 

•13 

•49 

1941-45  (Average) 

•37 

•17 

•54 

1946-50  (Average) 

•33 

•09 

•42 

1951 

•23 

•06 

•29 

1952 

•16 

•05 

•21 
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Deaths  from  Pneumonia. — There  were  67  deaths  from  pneumonia, 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0-28.  During  the  previous  year  the 
deaths  were  92,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  0-39.  The  following  are 
the  average  death-rates  from  pneumonia  since  1931  : — 


1931-35  (Average)  ... 

•67 

1946-50  (Average)  ... 

■34 

1936-40  (Average)  ... 

•63 

1951 

•39 

1941-45  (Average) ... 

•46 

1052  

•28 

Deaths  from  other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — There 
were  80  deaths  recorded  from  this  group  of  diseases,  which  includes 
all  the  diseases  of  the  organs  of  respiration  except  pneumonia 
and  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  These  figures  are  equivalent  to  a 
death-rate  of  0-34,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  0-57  for  the  previous 
year. 

Deaths  from  Influenza. — The  deaths  due  to  influenza  numbered 
13,  giving  a death-rate  of  0-06.  During  1951  the  deaths  were  45 
and  the  death-rate  0-19.  The  following  are  the  average  death-rates 
from  influenza  since  1931  : — 


1931-35  (Average)  .. 

..  0-48 

1946-50  (Average)  ... 

008 

1936-40  (Average)  .. 

..  0-28 

1951 

019 

1941-45  (Avorage)  . 

..  0-08 

1952  ...  

0 06 

Deaths  from  Cancer. — The  deaths  from  cancer  were  410,  which 
is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  1-73,  as  compared  with  1-67  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  following  are  the 
number  of  years  : — 

average 

death-rates  from  cancer 

for  a 

1931-35  

..  1-28 

1946-50  

1-63 

1936-40 

..  1-48 

1951 

1-67 

1941-45 

..  1-58 

1952  

1 -73 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — This  group  of 
diseases,  which  includes  such  causes  as  cerebral  haemorrhage, 
apoplexy,  etc.,  accounted  for  481  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  the 
area,  being  a death-rate  of  2-03,  as  against  1-98  in  the  preceding 
year. 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. — The  deaths 
were  90,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0-38,  as  compared  with 
0-52  in  the  preceding  year. 
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Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System.— The  number 
of  deaths  ascribed  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  other  organs  of 
circulation  was  1,048,  giving  a doath-rato  of  4-43,  as  compared  with 
4 *59  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition. 

— The  maternal  mortality  rate  in  1952  was  0-23  per  thousand 
births,  which  compares  with  1-0  for  Scotland  as  a whole  during  that 
year.  The  average  maternal  mortality  rates  for  the  County  during 
the  period  1931  to  1952  were  as  follows  : — 


1931-35  (Average)  ... 

6-2 

1946-50  (Average)... 

. 1-4 

1936-40  (Avorage)  ... 

4-7 

1951 

0-7 

1941-45  (Average)  ... 

2-4 

1952  

0-2 

n.— LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS. 

1.  Administration  and  Staff. 

In  Ayrshire,  Health  and  Welfare  Committees  are  separate. 
This  has  given  rise  to  no  difficulties  as  a close  liaison  is  maintained 
between  the  Officials.  A close  working  arrangement  also  exists 
between  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Children’s  Officer. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officers  are  engaged  mainly  on  the 
School  Health  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

The  County  Psychiatrist  deals  with  cases  of  behalf  of  Education, 
Health,  Welfare  and  Children’s  Committees. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
are  housed  in  the  same  Department.  This  facilitates  the  close 
liaison  which  is  necessary  between  these  two  Officials. 

2.  Co-ordination  and  Co-operation  with  other  Parts  of  the  National 

Health  Service. 

An  Advisory  Co-ordinating  Committee  as  suggested  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  been  set  up  recently  in  Ayrshire.  Its 
function  to  some  extent  is  limited  by  the  fact  that  the  broad 
policies  of  the  Local  Authorities,  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
Executive  Council  have  now  been  formulated.  It  is  accepted  that 
Officials  can  do  a great  deal  to  co-ordinate  the  various  services, 
and  to  this  end  an  “ unofficial  ” Medical  Committee  consisting  of 
representatives  of  the  general  practitioners  and  consultants, 
together  with  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Hospital  Medical 
Superintendents,  has  been  found  to  be  useful. 
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In  the  Nursing  Service  the  County  Council  favours  the 
employment  of  the  combined  duty  nurse  who  is  responsible  for 
the  general  nursing,  midwifery  and  health-visiting  in  her  area. 
There  are  obvious  advantages  in  this  system.  The  nurse  deals 
with  the  family  as  a whole,  in  the  home,  at  the  child  welfare  clinic 
and  in  the  school.  The  fact  that  she  undertakes  treatment 
inspires  confidence  and  places  her  in  a strong  position  when  dealing 
as  health  visitor  with  the  subject  of  health  education,  which  she 
can  demonstrate  in  a practical  way.  The  all  purpose  nurse  works 
in  close  co-operation  with  the  general  practitioner  and  local  authority 
medical  officer  and  this  plays  an  important  part  in  the  co-ordination 
of  the  services  given  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  Executive 
Council.  The  all  purpose  nurse  functions  equally  well  in  rural  and 
urban  districts.  There  are  a number  of  the  latter  in  Ayrshire 
with  populations  up  to  fourteen  thousand. 

Great  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  obtaining  district- 
nurses  and  many  do  not  have  the  health  visitors’  certificate.  A 
shortened  and  combined  training  in  district  nursing  and  health 
visiting  is  urgently  required.  The  accepted  principle  of  condensing 
the  student  nurse’s  training  should  also  applj-  to  training  after 
qualification.  It  should  not  be  impossible  for  a nurse  with  a 
sound  basic  training  to  acquire  sufficient  knowledge  of  health 
visiting  and  nursing  in  the  home  in  a period  of  six  months.  Only 
when  there  is  a sufficient  number  of  adequately  trained  all- 
purpose nurses  will  this  important  general  practitioner-nurse 
combination  be  really  effective. 

With  the  shortage  of  nursing  staff  it  is  essential  to  give  the 
nurse  as  little  clerical  work  as  possible.  This  is  not  always  easy  ; 
at  the  moment  no  fewer  than  five  field  investigations  involving  the 
nurses  are  being  carried  out  in  the  County.  These  are  in  addition 
to  the  routine  returns  made  by  the  nurse. 

When  a maternity  case  is  discharged  from  hospital  the  mother 
is  given  a card  to  be  sent  to  the  district  nurse  as  soon  as  the  mother 
arrives  home.  In  this  way  no  time  is  lost  in  bringing  the  case  to 
the  notice  of  the  district  nurse. 

General  practitioners  are  now  conversant  with  the  Services 
available  to  them. 

In  the  Burgh  of  Irvine  a booklet  containing  information  about 
the  health  services  was  issued  by  the  Town  Council  to  every 
householder. 

3.  Joint  Use  of  Staff. 

No  doctors  in  general  practice  work  for  the  County  Council 
on  a part-time  or  sessional  basis. 
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The  policy  of  the  County  Council  is  to  allow  their  clinic  premises 
where  ever  possible  to  be  used  by  Regional  Hospital  Board  Medical 
Staff  and  by  General  Practitioners.  For  some  years  now  a Clinic 
on  rudimentary  health  centre  lines  has  been  in  operation  at  Dairy, 
where  the  three  general  practitioners,  assisted  by  the  district  nurses, 
consult  and  carry  out  minor  treatment.  The  Clinic  at  Annbank 
is  also  used  by  the  general  practitioners  and  extended  use  of  the 
Kilbirnie  Clinic  is  anticipated.  The  new  Clinic  at  Beith  will  be 
used  by  general  practitioners  in  the  near  future. 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Consultants,  Orthoptists,  Physio- 
therapists and  the  Blood  Transfusion  Unit  also  use  the  Clinics. 

The  County  Council,  by  encouraging  the  joint  use  of  Clinic 
premises,  has  taken  a further  step  towards  the  co-ordination  of  the 
Services  for  which  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Executive 
Council  and  the  Local  Authority  are  responsible.  The  extent  to 
which  this  integration  is  being  achieved  is  shown  in  the  following 
list  : — 


(a)  By  General  Practitioners — 

Clinic  Premises,  9-10  a.m.  and  5-6 
James  Street,  p.m.  daily. 

Dairy. 


Clinic  Premises, 
Kirkland  Road, 
Kilbirnie. 

Clinic  Premises, 
Adj.  to  Janet 
Cott.,  Annbank. 

Do. 

Clinic  Premises, 
Strand,  Beith. 


Every  Friday,  2-4 
p.m.  To  be 
extended. 


Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri., 
9.30  to  10  a.m. 

Times  to  be 
arranged. 


Dr.  A.  Watt. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Gordon. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Wilson. 

Dr.  A.  Begg  and 
Dr.  G.  R.  How. 


Dr.  W.  J.  Scott. 

Dr.  I.  F.  Somerville. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Jamieson. 
Dr.  J.  S.  Macdonald. 


Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri.,  \ 

10.15  to  11.15  a.m.  | Dr.  W.  L.  Kennedy. 
Tues.  and  Thurs.,  j 
5-6  p.m.  J 


(b)  By  Regional  Hospital  Boards  Personnel — 

Clinic  Premises,  Every  Monday,  Physiotherapist. 

King  St.,  Ayr.  1.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Do.  Every  Monday  and  Ophthalmic  Specialist. 

Thursday  morning 


Do.  Every  Tuesday  and  Orthoptist. 

Wednesday  (full 
day). 
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Clinic  Premises, 

Millbank, 

Cumnock. 

Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Medical  Room, 
High  School, 
Dairy. 

Clinic  Premises, 
Wesley  Place, 
Gir  van. 

Do. 


Clinic  Premises, 
117  Bank  Street, 
Irvine. 

Clinic  Premises, 
Kirkland  Road, 
Kilbirnie. 

Clinic  Premises, 
Lady  ford  Ave., 
Kilwinning. 

Clinic  Premises, 
Moorburn  Road, 
Largs. 


Do. 


Second  and  fourth 
Thursdays  monthly 
at  2.30  p.m. 

Fourth  Wednesday, 
10  a. m. -12.30  p.m. 

Monday  afternoons 
and  Thursday 
mornings. 

Second  and  fourth 
Mondays,  monthly, 
at  2.30  p.m. 

When  required. 


When  required. 


Tuesday  and 
Thursday  mornings 

Every  Thursday 
morning. 

Monday  mornings. 


Every  Thursday 
at  1.30  p.m. 


First  and  Third 
Thursdays,  month- 
ly (afternoons)  as 
required. 

Second  Thursday 
each  month  (full 
day),  and  fourth 
Thursday  each 
month  (afternoon) 


Paediatrician. 

Physiotherapist . 
Ophthalmic  Specialist. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Specialist. 

Ophthalmic  Specialist. 
Ophthalmic  Specialist. 

Physiotherapist. 
Ophthalmic  Specialist. 

Ophthalmic  Specialist. 

Physiotherapist. 


Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 
Ophthalmic  Specialist. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Specialist. 
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Clinic  Premises,  Every  Monday  and  Orthoptist. 

Campbell  Ave.,  Thursday  (full  day). 

Saltcoats. 

Do.  Every  Friday  Ophthalmic  Specialist, 

morning. 

4.  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Children  under 
School  Age. 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. — The  County  Council 
provides  nine  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  in  various  centres 
in  the  County.  All  patients  attending  these  clinics  are  booked  for 
hospital,  but  a general  practitioner  may  refer  cases  if  he  so  desires. 
In  addition,  clinics  are  held  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Irvine,  by 
the  Consultant  Obstetrician. 

At  all  these  clinics  routine  blood  testing  is  carried  out. 

Facilities  exist  at  clinics  for  instruction  in  relaxation  and 
general  ante-natal  education.  There  is  almost  one  hundred  per 
cent,  attendance  of  patients  at  these  classes,  where  the  classes  are 
provided  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  ante-natal  clinic. 
Attendances,  however,  are  much  diminished  if  the  patient  has  to 
attend  the  Maternity  Hospital,  which  is  some  distance  from  the 
clinic.  Instruction  is  given  by  a physiotherapist  employed  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  mothers  wishing  to  be  confined  at 
home  may  attend. 

These  clinics  are  at  present  attended  by  an  assistant  Medical 
Officer  and  by  nurses  on  the  County  Council  staff.  In  order  to 
integrate  the  service  further,  it  is  hoped  that  a Medical  Officer 
supplied  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  will  take  over  so  that 
the  Hospital  Authority  will  be  wholly  responsible  for  the  care  of 
the  mother  before  she  is  admitted  to  hospital.  The  nursing  service 
will  continue  to  be  given  by  the  Local  Authority  and  in  this  way 
the  link  between  patient  and  family  doctor  will  be  safeguarded. 

The  following  are  the  figures  relating  to  Ante-Natal  Clinics 


in  the  form  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  : — 

Ante- 

Post- 

Natal. 

Natal. 

(i) 

Number  of  Clinics  at  end  of  the  year 

provided  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority 

— 

9 

(») 

Number  of  Clinics  at  end  of  year 

provided  by  voluntary  bodies 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

Number  of  women  who  attended  the 
Clinics  during  the  year 
Total  number  of  attendances  made 

1,315 

384 

(iv) 

by  women  during  the  year 

7,477 

384 

4 
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Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers. — The  provision  of  guidance  and 
help  to  unmarried  mothers  was  continued  throughout  the  year. 


Assistance  was  extended  to  100  girls  by  the  Welfare  Visitor 
who  paid,  in  all,  165  visits  to  their  homes. 


The  nature  of  the  help  given  can  be  seen  from  the  following 
figures.  Several  cases  fall  into  more  than  one  category  : — 

Xo.  of 
Instances . 

(1)  Advice  in  obtaining  decree  of  affiliation  and 

aliment  against  the  father  of  the  child  ...  21 

(2)  Advice  regarding  legal  adoption  ...  ...  21 

(3)  Help  in  finding  suitable  accommodation  for 

the  child  where  it  was  necessary  for  the 
mother  to  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(4)  Advice  regarding  entitlement  and  help  in 

obtaining  allowances  from  the  Ministry  of 
National  Insurance,  National  Assistance 
Board,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(5)  Help  in  finding  suitable  employment  ...  ...  8 

(6)  General  advice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 


Supply  of  Maternity  Outfits. — Maternity  outfits  were  supplied 
to  mothers  for  domiciliary  confinements. 


During  the  year  1,020  maternity  outfits  were  issued. 


(b)  Child  Welfare. — The  Local  Authority  provides  40  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  at  various  centres  in  the  County.  The  majority 
of  these  are  held  weekly  by  the  District  Nurses,  with  the  attendance 
of  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  every  fortnight.  No  assistance 
is  given  at  Clinics  held  by  general  practitioners  in  their  own  premises, 
as  none  is  known  to  exist.  There  is  a large  percentage  of  attendance 
of  babies  under  a year,  but  a much  poorer  attendance  of  toddlers. 
The  various  specialist  clinics  available  for  consultations  have  already 
been  detailed. 
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The  following  are  the  statistics  relating  to  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Health  : — 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  provided  at  the  end  of  the 

year  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  ...  40 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  the  year  provided  by 

voluntary  bodies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  children  attending  the  clinics  during 

the  year  and  who  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance  this  year  wrere — 

Under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  2,830 

Over  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,490 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances  made  during  the 

year  by  children  wrho  at  the  time  of  attendance 
were — 

LTider  1 year  of  age  36,631 

Over  1 year  of  age 10,055 

(c)  Care  of  Premature  Infants. — There  is  no  special  provision 
made  for  the  domiciliary  care  of  premature  infants,  but  liaison  with 
the  hospital  is  extremely  close  and  all  premature  infants  can  be 
admitted  without  delay.  The  hospital  sends  a cot,  equipment 
and  oxygen  as  well  as  nursing  arrangements  for  transport  of  these 
cases  into  hosital. 

(d)  Supply  of  Dried  Milks,  etc. — The  arrangement  made  with  the 
Ministry  of  Food  for  distribution  of  welfare  foods  is  that  these  will 
be  given  out  by  the  local  Food  Office  w here  this  exists,  and  by  the 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  where  there  is  no  local  Food  Office.  No 
arrangements  are  made  by  the  Authority  for  any  other  supply  of 
dried  milk  or  nutrients. 

(e)  Dental  Care. — The  proposals  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  provide  for  the  appointment  of  four  Dental  Officers  specially 
for  the  care  of  the  teeth  of  mothers  and  young  children.  In  December 
two  Dental  Officers  were  allocated.  It  is  hoped  that  as  the  service 
gains  momentum,  further  appointments  will  be  made. 


(f)  Other  Provisions. — There  are  two  residential  nurseries  in  the 
County,  one  at  Irvine  and  the  other  at  Kilwinning  ; the  latter 
was  opened  on  14th  July,  1952.  These  nurseries  are  primarily 
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provided  for  children  of  unmarried  mothers  or  mothers  w ho  have 
to  go  out  to  work  because  they  are  the  breadwinners  of  the  family. 

Residential  Nurseries  Provided  as  Part  of  the 
Authority’s  Arrangements  under  Section  22  of 
the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. 


Name  and  Address 
of  Nursery. 

Provided 

by. 

No.  of  Beds  Provided  at 
end  of  year  for  Children. 

Age  0-2.  Age  2-5.  Others. 

Irvine  Residential 
Nursery,  The  Moor, 
Irvine. 

Ayr  County 
Council. 

20 

15  — 

Kilwinning  Residential 

Ayr  County 

20 

15  — 

Nursery,  Fergushill 
Road,  Kilwinning. 

Council. 

5.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Apart  from  a very  small  number  of  cases  all  domiciliary  midwifery 
0 is  booked  with  the  general  practitioner,  who  carries  out  ante-natal 
care  with  the  help  of  the  district  nurse.  The  number  of  cases  last 
year  which  were  not  included  in  this  category  were  only  three  in 
number.  The  large  majority  of  domestic  confinements  are  carried 
out  by  district  nurses  along  with  the  attendance  of  the  general 
practitioner  when  requested.  All  district  nurses  are  supervised  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Queen's  Nurses.  All  midwives  are  equipped 
with  urine  testing  apparatus  but  not  with  blood  pressure  testing 
apparatus,  and  they  carry  out  ante-natal  supervision  in  addition 
to  that  given  by  the  general  practitioners.  Co-operation  with  the 
general  practitioners  exists  to  the  extent  that  all  cases  booked  for 
hospital  must  be  seen  twice  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  and  close 
collaboration  takes  place  between  both  the  general  practitioners 
and  the  local  maternity  hospital.  In  addition,  all  the  records  of 
patients  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics  are  kept  in  the  maternity 
hospitals,  so  that  these  are  immediately  available  on  admission  to 
the  hospital  or  to  the  local  maternity  home  for  normal  patients. 
There  are  no  arrangements  made  for  selecting  suitable  cases  for 
hospital  admission.  All  women  who  wish  admission  to  hospital 
are  admitted. 
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Refresher  Courses  for  midwives  are  available  and  the  midwives 
employed  by  the  Local  Authority  have  an  opportunity  of  attending 
these  in  rotation  accordmg  to  then’  seniority.  The  arrangements 
which  exist  for  training  pupil  midwives  are  that  four  centres  in  the 

County  receive  nurses  employed  by  the  local  maternity  hospital 
to  take  their  district  training  in  Part  II.  midwifery.  This  training 
is  very  limited  owing  to  the  fact  that  hospital  confinement  is  not 
refused  to  any  patient  who  asks  it. 

All  midwives  employed  by  the  County,  with  the  exception  of 
two  who  are  due  to  retire  in  the  near  future,  have  been  trained 
in  the  administration  of  gas  and  air,  and  this  is  in  constant  use  by 
these  midwives. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  regarding  midwifery  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Health  : — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  Births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year 
— that  is  before  correction  for  mother's  residence — 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,935 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 


Total  ...  4,057 

(b)  Total  number  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,037 

(ii)  Total  number  of  Births  occurring  in  Institutions 

(including  private  maternity  homes)...  ...  2,911 

(iii)  Total  number  of  Births  occurring  at  home — 

Live  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1,111 

Still  15 


Total  . . . 


1,120 


(iv)  Number  of  Births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of 
attendance  at  birth — 
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(y)  Medical  Aid — 

(a)  No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
during  the  year  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the 
Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1951,  by  a Midwife— 

Total 

(i)  For  Domiciliary  Cases  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  For  Institutional  Cases...  ...  — 

7 


(vi)  Administration  of  Analgesics — 

(a)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area 

qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland 
(including  superintendents,  non-medical 
supervisors  of  midwives,  midwife  teachers, 
midwives  employed  by  the  local  Health 
Authority  and  by  voluntary  organisations, 
private  practising  midwives  and  hospital 
midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  local 
Health  Authority  and  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  but  excluding  pupil  midwives  under- 
going training  on  the  district) — 

(i)  No.  in  (a)  employed  on  local 

Health  Authority  work  ...  07 

(ii)  No.  in  (a)  not  employed  on  local 

Health  Authority  work 

67 

( b ) No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received 

their  training  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  No.  of  sets  of  Apparatus  for  the  administration 

of  gas  and  air  in  use  in  the  area  at  31/12/52 — 

(i)  No.  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary 
midwives  employed  on  Local 
Authority  work  (including  those 
in  use  by  hospital  midwives 
undertaking  domiciliary  cases)  42 


. 

(ii)  No.  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary 
midwives  not  employed  on 
local  Health  Authority  work  ... 

42 

( d ) No.  of  sets  on  order  at  31/12/52  (six  in  stock)  Nil 

(e)  No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was 

administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  mid  wives  under- 
taking domiciliary  cases) — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at 

delivery  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at 

delivery 117 

3S2 

(/)  No.  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was 

administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  midwives  under- 
taking domiciliary  cases) — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at 

delivery  ...  ...  ...  ...  354 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at 

delivery ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

499 

(vii)  No.  of  Cars  in  use  by  Midwives  at  31  12 '52 

(including  two  privately-owned  by  District  Nurses)  45 


Additional  Information — 

Institutional  Births — 

Ayrshire  Central  Hospital,  Irvine 

1,914 

Kilwinning  Maternity  Home  ... 

865 

Davidson  Hospital,  Girvan 

91 

Greystones  Nursing  Home,  Prestwick 

41 
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6.  Health  Visiting. 

Health  visiting  in  the  County  is  carried  out  mainly  by  the 
district  nurses  and  by  two  whole-time  health  visitors.  These 
health  visitors  pay  monthly  visits  in  the  first  year  of  life, 
quarterly  visits  in  the  second  and  third  years  of  life,  and  three 
visits  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  life  of  every  child.  Much 
work  has  recently  been  added  to  the  duties  of  these  Officers  by 
the  very  early  dismissal  of  the  majority  of  patients  and  babies 
from  the  maternity  hospitals.  The  health  visitor  will  visit  any 
patient  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  general  practitioner  or 
staff  of  the  local  hospitals.  Suitable  Officers  are  allowed  leave  of 
absence  to  take  their  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate.  This  amounts 
to  about  three  per  annum.  By  arrangement  with  the  Queen’s 
Institute,  these  courses  do  not  entail  any  financial  outlay  by  the 
individual.  There  are  no  facilities  provided  by  the  Council  for 
student  health  visitors,  but  there  is  opportunity  for  health  visitors 
to  attend  Refresher  Courses  in  rotation  of  seniority.  There  is  no 
special  liaison  with  hospital  almoners,  but  any  request  by  almoners 
for  attention  to  patients  is,  of  course,  carried  out  immediately. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 
during  the  year  : — 


Number 

Total 

Visited. 

Visits. 

Expectant  Mothers 

— 

— 

Infants 

4,085 

35,2S3 

Children  (1-5  years) 

...  17,832 

46,210 

Tuberculosis  Patients 

890 

5,432 

Other  Cases 

5,244 

6,656 

7.  Home  Nursing. 


Home  Nursing  Service  is  carried  out  by  district  nurses,  of 
whom  there  are  70  in  the  County.  They  work  in  extremely  close 
co-operation  with  general  practitioners  and  will  also  attend  any 
case  when  requested  by  the  staff  of  various  hospitals.  These 
cases  are  mainly  medical  and  surgical,  with  an  ever-growing 
proportion  of  geriatric  patients.  There  is  no  particular  night 
service  as  such,  but  the  district  nurse  is  available  in  any  emergency 
over  the  period  of  twenty-four  hours.  Again,  opportunity  is 
given  for  attendance  at  Refresher  Courses  for  the  nursing  staff  in 
rotation.  There  is  no  special  arrangement  for  giving  district 
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nurse  training.  The  few  members  of  the  staff  who  have  not  their 
district  training  have  no  desire  to  take  it,  and  the  policy  when 
engaging  new  members  of  staff  is  to  engage  those  who  are  already 
district  trained.  The  policy  of  the  Council  is  to  give  each  nurse 
a clinical  room  attached  to  her  house,  where  minor  dressings, 
administration  of  penicillin,  etc.,  may  be  carried  out. 


(i)  Number  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  in 

their  capacity  as  Home  Nurses  ...  ...  8,459 


(ii)  Number  of  visits  paid  by  Nurses  to  these  cases  137,493 


The  number  of  elderly  patients  (those  aged  65  years  or  over) 
included  in  the  former  figure  was  1,953.  The  total  number  of 
visits  paid  to  these  elderly  patients  was  62,597. 


Nurses  Homes  and  Clinics. — The  following  premises  have  been 
completed 


Date  of  Approval 
by  Department  of 
Health. 


Auchinleck — Nurses  House 

and  Clinic  May,  1949. 

Dreghorn — Nurse’s  House  May,  1949. 
Drongan— Nurse’s  House 

and  Clinic  August,  1950. 

Dalrymple — Nurse's  House  August,  1950. 


Occupied  Sept.,  1952. 
Occupied  May,  1952. 

Occupied  Oct.,  1952. 
Occupied  Nov.,  1952. 


The  following  have  been  approved  and  progress  is  indicated  : — 


Ballantrae — Nurse’s  House  August,  1950. 

Dailly- — Nurse's  House  ...  March,  1951. 
Dalmellington  — Nurse's 

House  and  Clinic May,  1949. 


Hurlford  — Nurse's  House  May,  1949. 


Largs — Nurse's  House  ...  August,  1950. 
Newmilns — Nurse’s  House 

and  Clinic  July,  1951. 


Stewarton — Nurse’s  House 
and  Clinic  


To  be  built  with  housing 
programme,  1953. 

Nearing  completion. 

Site  obtained.  Sketch 
plan  stage. 

Almost  ready  for 
occupation. 

Tenders  being  taken. 

Site  negotiation  in 
progress. 


August,  1950.  Site  being  prepared. 


8.  Home  Help  Scheme. 


Under  the  Council’s  Home  Help  Scheme  which  has  been 
operating  throughout  the  County  since  October,  1949,  domestic 
assistance  is  given  in  circumstances  of  household  difficulty  owing 
to  illness,  old  age  or  confinement.  The  numbers  of  households 
which  have  benefited  from  the  Scheme  during  the  past  four  years 
have  been  as  follows  : — 

1949  85  1951  524 

1950  388  1952  695 

At  31st  December,  1952,  the  number  of  Home  Helps  employed 
was  210,  and  the  number  of  families  served  227.  A table  showing 
the  areas  in  which  these  families  resided  and  the  duration  of  help 
given  is  appended.  The  number  of  hours’  attendance  is  carefully 
adjusted  to  actual  need  and  varies  from  six  hours  to  forty-eight 
hours  weekly.  The  average  is  twenty-four  hours  weekly. 


Of  the  695  cases  dealt  with  in  1952,  399  were  on  account  of  chronic 
sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  and  85  on  account  of  confinement. 


It  will  be  observed  from  the  Table  provided  that,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  duration  of  help  to  92  households  exceeded  one  year. 
This  figure  represented  41%  of  the  homes  then  being  served.  The 
proportion  of  such  long-term  cases  has  in  fact  been  steadily 
increasing  with  the  development  of  the  Scheme.  In  the  majority 
of  these  instances  the  household  consists  either  of  an  aged  couple 
or  of  an  aged  widow  or  spinster,  who  have  no  relatives  available  to 
assist,  and  who  are  entirely  dependent  on  the  services  of  home  help  ; 
though  in  a number  of  cases  neighbours  do  lend  some  assistance. 
Many  of  these  patients  are  entirely  confined  to  bed  or,  if  not 
bedridden,  are  in  such  poor  health  that  they  cannot  cope  with  the 
heavier  part  of  their  housework.  Although  not  the  intention  of 
the  Scheme  that  home  help  would  be  given  for  indefinite  periods, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  give  extended  assistance  in  these 
cases. 


Where  the  income  of  the  householders  permits  a charge  is 
made  to  cover  the  Council’s  outlay,  plus  a 5%  administrative  charge. 
The  householder  may,  however,  declare  his  full  income,  supported 
by  wages  certificates,  and  pay  a proportion  only  of  the  Council  s 
outlay  according  to  his  means.  The  minimum  charge  is  5/-  per 
week.  The  scale  of  charges  is  at  present  under  review  by  the 
County  Council. 


AYR  COUNTY  COUNCIL— HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

NUMBER  OF  CA8E8  DEALT  WITH  DURING  1952  AND  DURATION  OF  CASES  SERVED  AT  END  OF  YEAR. 
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District. 

Ayr  Landward 

Ardrossan/Saltcoats/  \ 

Stevenston  and  West  ; 

Kilbride J 

Auchinleck 

Beith 

C'atrine 

Coylton 

Cumnock 

Dalmellington 

Dairy 

Darvel 

Dreghorn/Springsidc 

Dry  bridge 

Dundonald 

Fairlie 

Fenwick 

Oatston 

Girvan 

Huriford 

Irvine 

Kilbirnie/<  ilengarnock .... 

K ii  mau  rs/  Cross  house 

Kilwinning 

Largs 

Maybole 

Mauchline 

Muirkirk 

New  Cumnock 

Newmilns 

Prestwick 

Stewnrton 

Tarbolton 

Troon 

Totals 

21 


9.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(a)  Vaccination. — Details  of  vaccinations  notified  during  the 
year  are  as  follow  : — 


Primary 

Vaccinations. 

Re- 

Vaccinations. 

(1)  Typical  Vaccinia  greatest  at  7th 
to  10th  Day 

1761 

252 

(2)  Accelerated  (Vaccinoid)  Reaction 
(5th  to  7th  Day)  ... 

23 

82 

(3)  Reaction  greatest  at  2nd  to  3rd 
Day 

7 

173 

(4)  No  Local  Reaction 

37 

25 

1828 

532 

Of  the  1,828  children  who  received  primary  vaccination,  965 
were  children  born  in  1952  and  689  were  children  bom  in  1951. 


(b)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


New 

Maintenance 

Inoculations. 

Inoculations. 

Pre-School  Children 

2,728 

18 

School  Children 

582 

2,972 

Totals  

3,310 

2,990 

(c)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. — For  a number  of  years  matorial 
for  immunising  children  against  whooping  cough  has  boon  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  private  practitioners,  and  a fee  of  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  per  injection  has  been  paid  in  respect  of  children 
inoculated  during  their  first  year.  The  County  Council  has  agreed 
to  supply  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  free 
of  charge  to  general  practitioners. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  completed  cards  received  during 
1952  : — 


Year  of  Birth. 

Xumher  of  Children. 

1952  ...  - 

80 

1951  

604 

1950  

152 

1949  

69 

1948  

41 

1947  

37 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

Prior 


19 

1 

1 

9 


Total 


1006 


10.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  with  Special  Reference 
to  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  notified  159  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
33  of  non -pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Excluding  cases  temporarily 
resident  in  the  area  and  cases  not  confirmed,  the  new  cases 
belonging  to  the  area  who  came  under  notice  during  the  year  were 
159  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  of  27  non-pUlmonary  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Of  the  159  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  77  were  males  and  82  wero  females.  84  per  cent.  (134) 
of  these  cases  received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year. 


Including  cases  notified  in  previous  years,  238  patients 
admitted  to  Hospitals  and  Homes  during  1952  as  follows 


were 


Ayrshire  Central  Hospital,  Irvine  ...  ...  ...  144 

St.  Andrew’s  Home,  Millport  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Heathfield  Hospital,  Ayr  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Glenafton  Sanatorium,  New  Cumnock  ...  ...  37 

Robroyston  Hospital,  Glasgow...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Kaimshill  Children's  Hospital,  Kilmarnock  ...  ...  24 


238 


There  were  38  deaths,  of  which  12  (32  per  cent.)  occurred  in 
institutions. 
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Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— The  27  new  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  classified  as  follows  according  to  the 
localisation  of  the  disease  : — 

No.  of 
Cases. 


Superficial  Lymphatic  Glands  ...  ...  ...  — 

Abdomen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Bones  and  Joints  (excluding  Spine)  ...  ...  5 

Spine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Skin  and  Subcutaneous  Tissue  ...  ...  ...  — - 

Meninges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Genito -Urinary  Organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Parts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Including  cases  notified  in  previous  years  33  patients  were 
admitted  to  Hospitals  and  Homes  during  1952  as  follows  : — 


Ayrshire  Central  Hospital  and  Glenafton  Sanatorium 
St.  Andrew’s  Home,  Millport  ... 

Mearnskirk  Hospital 
Robroyston  Hospital,  Glasgow... 

Hairmyres  Hospital 
Phillipshill  Hospital 


16 

5 

6 
4 

1 

1 
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There  were  12  deaths,  of  which  5 (42  per  cent.)  occurred  in 
institutions. 

Four  Tuberculosis  Nurses,  a Welfare  Officer  and  a Clerkess 
are  engaged  in  the  Council’s  preventive  care  and  after-care  sorvice. 
Although  on  the  staff  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  they  aro 
centred  at  the  Area  Chest  Clinics  and  work  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Boyd,  Area  Supervising  Tuberculosis 
Physician,  with  whom  a close  liaison  is  maintained. 

Dr.  Boyd  states  that  the  total  number  of  bods  provided  for 
adults  in  Ayrshire,  including  the  two  large  Burghs,  is  292  (134  for 
males  and  158  for  females),  and  that  there  are  32  beds  for  children 
suffering  from  primary  infections.  At  no  time  during  the  yoar 
has  the  waiting-list  given  rise  to  concern. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination. — Statistics  for  the  year  1952,  in  the  form 
required  by  the  Department  of  Health,  are  : — 


Tuberculin 

Tested. 

Negative 

Re-actors. 

Vaccinated 
during  1952 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

(1)  Nurses 

— 

143 

— 6 

— 5 

(2)  Medical  Students... 

— 

— 

— — 

(3)  Contacts  ... 

434 

373 

180  161 

144  137 

(4)  Special  Groups  not  included 
in  (1)  to  (3)  above — - 

(a)  School  Leavers  ... 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

(b)  New  Born  Babies 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

(5)  Others 

12 

21 

11  20 

2 11 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — Cases  suitable  for  treatment  at  home 
or  awaiting  admission  to  hospital  were  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Nurses,  who  paid  5,432  visits  to  890  cases. 

In  addition  to  hospital  visits  the  Welfare  Officer  paid  772  homo 
visits  and  dealt  with  417  persons  who  called  for  advice  ; 42S  cases 
were  referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  ; 124  to  the  Ministry 
of  National  Insurance,  and  76  to  voluntary  organisations. 


Supply  of  Milk. — The  number  of  free  milk  vouchers  issued  was 
817  covering  somo  18,000  gallons  of  milk  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  £3,800. 

Bed  and  Bedding. — Complete  outfits  of  bedstead  and  bedding 
were  issued  on  loan  to  6 patients  ; 14  patients  were  granted  articles 
of  bedding  only. 
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On 

Loan  at 
31/12/51. 

Issiied 

1952. 

With- 

drawn 

1952. 

Written 

off ■ 

Remaining 
on  Loan  at 
31/12/52. 

Bedsteads 

17 

6 

_____ 

1 

22 

Mattresses 

16 

10 

— 

1 

25 

Blankets 

117 

49 

— 

42 

124 

Sheets 

129 

40 

— 

54 

115 

Pillows 

45 

15 

— 

17 

43 

Pillow  Cases.... 

83 

16 

— 

43 

56 

Housing. — Many  Housing  Authorities  within  the  County  made 
an  effort  to  re-house  patients  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
of  a communicable  type.  This  preventive  measure  greatly 
minimises  the  spread  of  infection  to  other  members  of  the  family. 

Mass  Radiography.— The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out 
Surveys  at  the  Imperial  Chemical  Industries,  Ltd.,  Ardeer,  from 
21st  April  to  3rd  May  ; in  Kilwinning  and  Dairy  districts  from 
5th  to  16th  May  ; and  in  Irvine  District  from  16th  to  30th  June. 

The  number  of  persons  examined  and  the  findings  were  : — 


Adults. 

Children. 

Numbers  Examined  ... 

5,394 

638 

Large  Film  Examination 

260 

22 

Active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

2 

Inactive  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

68 

1 

Active  Primary  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Heart  Abnormalities  ... 

20 

1 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  also  visited  the  County  during  the 
period  17th  November  until  16th  December.  Junior  Secondary 
School  pupils,  factory  workers  and  the  general  public  in  the  Hurlford, 
Galston,  Darvel  and  Newmilns  areas  were  examined.  The  following 
is  an  analysis  of  the  Survey  : — 


Adults. 

Children 

Number  Examined 

. 1,200 

630 

Number  referred  for  Large  Films  .. 

49 

18 

Number  who  did  not  re-attend 

1 

— 

No  abnormality 

19 

11 

Abnormality  not  significant — 

No  further  action — 

Tuberculous 

8 

3 

Non-Tuberculous 

12 

0 
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Significant  Abnormalities — 

Lesions  probably  Tuberculous — 

For  Treatment...  ...  ...  3 

For  Observation  ...  ...  4 

Lesions  probably  Non-Tuberculous 
Cardio  Vascular  ...  ...  ...  2 

Refused  Further  Investigation 

Number  Examined  Clinically  ...  7 


3 

1 


5 


11.  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

No  major  outbreak  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  occurred  in 
the  County. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. — The  normal  procedure  is 
for  general  practitioners  to  inform  Ayrshire  Central  Hospital,  Irvine, 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  their  practice  requiring 
removal  to  hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment.  Some  local  doctors 
prefer  to  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  direct  with  a request 
that  arrangements  be  made  with  Ayrshire  Central  Hospital  for 
removal. 

In  cases  of  home  isolation  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
dependent  on  the  receipt  of  the  official  Notification  Form  from  the 
doctor  for  information  on  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  his 
area.  Considerable  delay  in  the  institution  of  anti-infectious 
measures  may  be  occasioned  if  this  form  is  not  sent  in  promptly. 
In  appropriate  cases  a certificate  of  freedom  from  infection  is 
required  to  be  delivered  by  the  patient  to  the  headmaster  prior 
to  being  re-admitted  to  school. 

Laboratory  Service. — This  is  provided  entirely  at  the  County 
Laboratory  at  the  Central  Hospital,  Irvine.  Copies  of  reports  of 
all  speciments  relating  to  in-patients  and  out-patients  under 
observation  are.  transmitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
This  information,  together  with  relevant  clinical  data  supplied 
by  the  hospital,  enables  him  to  take  appropriate  preventative 
action  as  required.  Where  there  is  an  element  of  urgency  the 
laboratory  informs  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  telephone. 

Treatment  and  Isolation. — All  infectious  cases  are  accommo- 
dated in  Ayrshire  Central  Hospital,  Irvine,  and  in  Heathfield 
Hospital,  Ayr. 
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Following  the  acute  phase  of  poliomyelitis,  cases  with  residual 
paralysis  requiring  orthopaedic  treatment  are  transferred  as  a rule 
to  Seafield  Hospital,  Ayr,  where  they  come  under  the  care  of  the 
Area  Oidhopaedic  Specialist.  During  the  two  epidemics  of  the 
disease  in  1947  and  1950,  many  of  these  cases  went  directly  from 
Central  Hospital  to  Philipshill  Hospital,  Busby. 

Other  infectious  diseases,  such  as  mumps,  measles,  chickenpox 
and  whooping  cough,  only  the  last  of  which  is  notifiable  in  the 
County,  are  isolated  at  home  except  where  complications  develop 
or  where  the  cases  occur  in  the  nurseries  and  homes  of  the  local 
authority. 

A close  liaison  exists  between  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
the  Laboratory  Service  and  the  Health  Department. 

(a)  Diseases  notified  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notifications) 
Act,  1889,  and  subsequently  confirmed  : — 

Smallpox  and  Cholera. — No  case  occurred  of  either  disease. 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Group). — There  were  no 
cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year.  This  is  the  first  year  on 
record  that  such  has  been  the  case. 


The  following  are  the  cases  and  deaths  since  1940  : — 


Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases.  Deaths. 

1940  

..  391 

13 

1947  

40  5 

1941 

19 

1948  

17 

1942  

..  545 

15 

1949  

7 1 

1943  

..  420 

11 

1950  

1 

1944 

..  343 

6 

1951  

1 

1945 

..  277 

5 

1952  

— — 

1946 

..  190 

1 

Erysipelas.— The 

number 

of  cases 

was  26, 

as  compared  with 

in  1951.  There 

were  no  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  487  cases  as  compared  with  368 
in  the  previous  year.  This  was  the  eighth  year  in  succession  in 
which  there  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever.  The  trend  followed 
that  of  previous  years  with  one  area  succeeding  another.  Mauchline 
and  district  was  the  first  to  be  involved  with  a total  oi  28  cases 
over  the  first  four  months  of  the  year.  Among  the  Burghs,  Ardrossan 
and  Saltcoats  had  11  and  13  cases  respectively  over  the  first  two 
months  of  the  year.  Dalmellington  and  Cumnock  districts  were 
affected  during  the  months  August  to  November.  Cumnock  Burgh 
had  25  notified  cases  between  August  and  December.  Five  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  occurred  at  South  Annan  Nursery,  Fairlie,  during 
November  and  December. 
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Typhus  Fever. — No  case  was  reported. 


Enteric  Fever  (including  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever). — 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified  during  the  year — one  in 
Saltcoats  (a  boy  aged  10  years)  and  one  in  Troon  (a  boy  aged  1 \ 
years).  Two  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  occurred — one  from 
Ballochmyle  Hospital,  Mauchline  (a  man  aged  38  years)  and  one 
in  Catrine  (a  man  aged  50  years).  There  were  no  deaths.  In 
1951,  6 cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  were  notified. 


Relapsing  and  Continued  Fever. — Two  cases  of  continued  fever 


occurred.  There  were  no 

cases  in  1951. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. — No 

cases  were 

notified. 

The  following  are 

the  cases  and  deaths  since  1932,  in 

five-yearly  periods  : 

: — 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1932-36 82 

29 

1942-46.. 

88 

19 

1937-41 46 

25 

1947-51.. 

15 

1 

(b)  Diseases  notified  in  terms  of  Regulations  of  the  Department 
of  Health,  and  subsequently  confirmed  : — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — No  cases  were  notified.  Four  non-fatal 
cases  occurred  in  1951 — 2 in  1950,  1 in  1949,  1 in  1948  and  11  in  1947. 
During  the  preceding  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  the  number  varied 
from  20  to  45.  As  a rule  this  illness  may  be  regarded  as  a milder 
form  of  puerperal  fever. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — Nine  cases  occurred,  one  of  which 
was  fatal.  These  figures  compare  with  11  cases  and  1 death  in  the 
previous  year. 

Poliomyelitis. — During  the  year  7 cases  were  confirmed  as 
suffering  from  poliomyelitis.  Five  of  these  had  paralysis  and  2 
were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  the  disease  by  clinical  and 
bacteriological  findings,  but  did  not  have  paralysis.  There  was  one 
death  (a  man  aged  19  years).  The  original  diagnosis  was  altered 
in  16  other  cases.  These  figures  compare  with  11  confirmed  cases 
with  paralysis,  20  cases  without  paralysis  and  1 death  in  the 
previous  year. 


Major  outbreaks  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1947,  when  there 
were  87  cases  and  3 deaths,  and  in  1950  when  there  were  42  cases 
and  7 deaths. 
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The  distribution  of  the  cases  in  1952  was  : — 


May  bole 1 Cumnock 1 

Galston 1 Darvel 1 

Catrine 1 Saltcoats 1 

Prestwick 1 


The  age  grouping  is 

shown 

in  the  following  table  : — 

Under 

1 

| 1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25  25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Male 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Female... 

2 

— 

— 

! 

— 

The  following 

are  the  cases 

and  deaths  since  1940  : — 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1940 

..  9 

4 

1947  

87 

3 

1941 

..  14 

4 

1948  

6 

1 

1942 

..  2 

1 

1949  

15 

1 

1943 

3 

1950  

42 

7 

1944 

..  11 

1 

1951 

11 

1 

1945 

4 

1952  

7 

1 

1946 

..  2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — No  case  occurred  of  this  rare  disease. 
The  last  case  notified  was  in  1934. 

Dysentery. — There  were  58  notified  cases  during  the  year, 
compared  with  96  in  the  previous  year. 

Minor  outbreaks  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  at  Rockvale  Home, 
Saltcoats,  and  at  Biggart  Memorial  Home,  Prestwick.  At  the 
former  Institution  16  cases  occurred  during  August  and  at  the  latter 
19  cases  during  February  and  March,  and  continued  with  remissions 
until  July.  In  the  main  Glasgow  children  were  affected. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — The  number  of  cases  was  1,  in 
which  there  was  no  loss  of  vision.  One  case  occurred  in  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  coming  under 
notice  has  been  maintained  at  a very  low  figure  in  recent  years. 
The  highest  number  in  any  year  was  43  in  1933.  Since  1937  the 
figure  has  always  been  below  20  and  in  the  last  five  years  has  been 
1 in  1951,  3 in  1950,  4 in  1949,  4 in  1948  and  6 in  1947. 


Acute  Influenzal  and  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. — The  numbers 
were  of  the  former  13  and  of  the  latter  444.  During  the  previous 
year  the  numbers  were  26  and  464  respectively. 

Malaria. — Four  cases  occurred  compared  with  2 cases  in  1951. 

Infective  Jaundice  and  Plague. — Neither  of  these  diseases 
occurred. 

Tuberculosis. — Particulars  are  given  under  another  heading. 

12.  Mental  Health. 

(1)  Administration. — The  Health  Committee  of  the  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  Mental  Health  Service  under 
Sections  27  and  51  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 
Act,  1947. 

There  is  one  Psychiatrist  who  holds  the  D.P.M.  employed 
full-time  by  the  County  Council.  The  Council  in  their  Scheme 
under  Section  51  agree  to  the  appointment  of  Psychiatric  Social 
Workers,  but  these  are  not  available  meantime.  The  six  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  visit  boarded-out  mental  defectives.  Thirteen 
members  of  the  Welfare  Staff  are  designated  as  Authorised  Officers, 
employed  as  such  in  a part-time  capacity. 

There  is  a measure  of  co-ordination  between  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  the  Local  Authority  in  that  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  and  Authorised  Officers  of  the  County  Council  visit  patients 
on  trial  from  Mental  Hospitals  and  mental  defectives  on  licence 
from  Institutions. 

There  are  virtually  no  Voluntary  Associations  caring  for  the 
mental  health  of  patients  in  Ayrshire.  Recently  an  attempt  to 
run  an  occupation  centre  once  weekly  in  Ayr  Burgh  bv*  a Voluntary 
Committee  is  meeting  with  some  success,  and  an  effort  will  be  made 
to  extend  its  activities  to  cases  in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County. 

(2)  Account  of  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community. 

(a)  The  County  Council  have  not  yet  formulated  a Scheme 
under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 
Act,  1947. 

(b)  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1867-1866. — Where  necessary  each 
Officer  institutes  proceedings  by  way  of  Petition  to  the  Sheriff 
under  Section  14  of  the  Act  of  1862,  and  conducts  the  removal 
of  patients  to  a Mental  Hospital. 
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Officers  also  make  statutory  visits  and  supervise  mental 
patients  under  guardianship. 

The  County  Authorised  Officer  at  Ayr  conducts  enquiries  and 
makes  representation  under  Sub-Section  (2)  (b)  of  Section  9 (as 
amended)  of  the  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Amendment  Act,  1866,  when 
it  is  proposed  to  discharge  a mental  patient  from  hospital,  and 
it  is  considered  that  adequate  arrangements  have  not  been  made 
for  the  welfare  of  the  patient. 


Financial  arrangements  for  boarded-out  mental  patients  are 
supervised  by  the  County  Authorised  Officer. 

(c)  Mental  Deficiency  and  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1913-1940. — 

(1)  Area  Authorised  Officers  conduct  enquiries  as  to  the 

existence  of  mental  defectives  within  their  areas  and 
notify  the  County  Authorised  Officer,  who  makes  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  admission  of  defectives 
to  an  Institution  or  placing  him/her  under  guardian- 
ship, including  any  petition  to  the  Sheriff. 

(2)  Area  Officers  carry  out  statutory  visits  on  boarded-out 

mental  defectives  and  generally  supervise  guardianship 
arrangements. 

The  County  Authorised  Officer  visits  Mental  Defectives 
boarded-out  outwith  the  area  of  the  Health  Authority 
or  makes  arrangements  with  other  Medical  Officers 
and  authority  of  residence  for  visitations  being 
carried  out. 

The  County  Authorised  Officer,  when  called  upon  by  the 
General  Board  of  Control,  carries  out  investigations 
and  submits  reports  to  the  Board  on  what  care  and 
protection  would  be  available  if  the  patient  were 
discharged  from  the  provisions  of  the  Acts. 

The  County  Authorised  Officer  supervises  the  financial 
and  boarding  arrangements  of  defectives  on  the 
Area  Register. 

(3)  There  are  no  occupation  or  training  centres  or  home 

teachers  for  the  training  of  defectives  within  the  area. 
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13.  Work  under  Nurseries  and  Child-Minders’  Regulations  Act. 

No  applications  for  registration  under  the  above  Act  were 
received  during  the  year.  No  licences  were  in  force  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


m.— PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION. 

Seaports. — No  special  problems  rose  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations  at  Ardrossan, 
Irvine  and  Troon,  or  with  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1952,  which  superseded  them  from  1st  October. 
The  port  of  Ardrossan  was  visited  rather  oftener  than  usual, 
because  of  arrivals  of  ships  from  North  African  ports  listed  as 
Infected  Ports.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  detain  the  ship. 

None  of  our  three  seaports  is  approved  for  the  issue  of 
deratisation  certificates. 

Airport. — At  Prestwick  Airport  the  work  of  Port  Medical 
Officer  and  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  was  carried  out  as  in 
previous  years,  except  that  the  introduction  of  the  Public  Health 
(Aircraft)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1952,  on  1st  October,  has 
modified  the  procedure.  By  these  new  regulations  it  is  no  longer 
necessary  for  individual  passengers  to  present  a personal  declaration 
of  health  on  arrival. 


No  unusual  problems  were  encountered  during  the  year. 


The  scope  of  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  has  been  extended 
during  the  year  to  include  the  administrative  medical  arrangements 
to  deal  with  aircraft  accidents  on  the  airport  or  in  the  County  area  ; 
the  organisation  of  a First-Aid  Centre  within  the  airport  ; and  the 
supervision  of  welfare  arrangements  for  M.C.A.  employees.  The 
First-Aid  Centre  is  in  process  of  construction  and  a trained  nurse 
will  be  on  duty  at  all  times  after  completion.  These  extra  duties 
were  proposed  by  the  M.C.A.  and  agreement  reached  with  Aya 
County  Council  and  the  Department  of  Health. 


During  the  year  3,056  civil  aircraft  arrived  at  Prestwick  Airport, 
465  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  passengers  disembarked 
totalled  33,747  and  54,164  passengers  landed  in  transit  to  other 
places.  The  former  figure  shows  an  increase  of  12,312  and  the 
latter  an  increase  of  5,206  over  those  of  1951. 
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The  following  details  show  the  wide  area  from  which  air  traffic 
comes  to  Prestwick  : — 


Number 

of 

Aircraft. 

Passengers 

Disem- 

barking. 

Passengers 

in 

Transit. 

Regular  Services  From— 
New  York,  U.S.A. — 
B.O.A.C.,  K.L.M.,  S.A.S., 
A.O.A 

1,118 

14,807 

21,149 

Montreal,  Canada — 

B.O.A.C.,  T.C.A 

396 

11,083 

803 

Amsterdam,  Holland — 
K.L.M 

367 

1,615 

11,276 

Stockholm,  Sweden — 

S.A.S 

392 

1,891 

12,040 

Copenhagen,  Denmark — 
S.A.S 

164 

157 

1,980 

Reykjavik,  Iceland— 

I.A 

53 

454 

685 

Oslo,  Norway — 

D.N.L 

53 

391 

242 

Frankfort,  Germany — 
A.O.A 

98 

233 

2,255 

Curacao,  Dutch  West  Indies — 
K.L.M 

64 

136 

1,919 

Casual  Arrivals  From — 
Dublin,  Eire 

6 

64 

0 

Shannon,  Eire 

2 

3 

2 

Brussels,  Belgium 

2 

1 

54 

Aalborg,  Denmark 

1 

— 

— 

Helsinki,  Finland 

7 

35 

169 

Nice,  France 

1 

— 

— 

Paris,  France 

8 

44 

25 

Hamburg,  Germany 

5 

— 1 

20 

Rhein-am-Main,  Germany... 

66 

360 

567 

Wiesbaden,  Germany 

2 

2 

— 

Zurich,  Switzerland 

i 

37 

— 

Rome,  Italy 

2 

8 

14 

Lisbon,  Portugal 

1 

37 

— 

Geneva,  Switzerland 

3 

120 

• 

Azores,  Atlantic  Ocean 

1 

9 

23 

Keflavik,  Iceland 

35 

90 

118 

Bluie  West.  Greenland 

1 

6 

— 

Gander,  Newfoundland 

10 

171 

157 

40 


Number 

of 

Aircraft. 

Passengers 

Disem- 

barking. 

Passengers 

in 

Transit. 

Casual  Arrivals  From — 
Goosebay,  Labrador 

4 

27 

Greenwood,  Nova  Scotia 

2 

3 

— 

Sydney,  Nova  Scotia 

6 

79 

— 

Montego  Bay,  Bermuda 

17 

863 

— 

Burlington,  U.S.A 

1 

— 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  U.S.A 

1 

29 

— 

Stephensville,  U.S.A 

6 

71 

37 

Westover,  Massachussets 

151 

744 

601 

Casablanca,  Africa 

1 

— 

— 

Johannesburg,  Africa 

1 

29 

— 

Aden,  Arabia 

1 

— 

28 

Bombay,  India 

1 

47 

— 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

1 

28 

— 

Tripoli,  Lybia 

4 

73 

— 

3,056 

33,747 

54,164 

IV.— FOOD  SUPPLY. 

1.  Milk. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  report  gives  a full  account  of  any 
action  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  and  other  Orders  and 
Bye-Laws.  The  percentage  of  tubercle  free  dairy  herds  increased 
during  the  year  from  93-7  to  94-9  per  cent.,  i.e.,  1.533  out  of  a 
total  of  1,616  herds.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  proportion 
of  tubercle  free  herds  had  been  1,533  out  of  a total  of  1,636. 

2.  Ice  Cream. 

The  administration  of  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  is  fully  dealt 
with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  Report.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  91  premises  were  registered  for  manufacture,  storage  and 
sale  of  ice  cream,  125  for  storage  and  sale,  2 for  manufacture  and 
storage,  1 for  manufacture  only  and  1 for  sale  only.  In  addition, 
145  vehicles  were  registered  as  suitable  for  retailing  ice  cream. 

3.  Meat  and  Other  Foods — Clean  Food. 

These  questions  are  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
his  Report. 


4.  Food  Poisoning. 


No  outbreaks  came  under  notice  during  the  year. 


V.— MISCELLANEOUS. 

1.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Mr.  Brown,  County  Welfare  Officer,  reports  as  follows  : — 

(Section  21).- — Provision  of  accommodation  under  Part  III. 
(Section  21)  of  the  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Welfare 
Committee. 

Residential  accommodation  for  persons  who  by  reason  of  age, 
infirmity  or  other  circumstances  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
is  provided  in  Cuninghame  Home,  Irvine,  and  Ayr  Welfare  Home 
and  Hospital,  Ayr.  Cuninghame  Home  is  under  the  management 
of  the  Committee  of  Management  for  Ayrshire  Northern  Hospitals 
and  Ayr  Welfare  Home  and  Hospital  is  administered  by  a Joint 
Committee  consisting  of  representatives  of  Ayr  County  Council 
and  Ayr  Town  Council. 

The  Local  Authority  have  acquired  three  mansion  houses  for 
adaptation  as  Eventide  Homes  ; situated  at  Stewarton,  Skelmorlie 
and  Ayr.  The  two  former  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of 
residents  early  in  1953. 

(Section  29). — Welfare  Services  under  this  Section  of  the  Act 
are  also  provided  by  the  County  Welfare  Committee.  As  permitted 
under  Section  30  of  the  Act,  Ayr  County  Welfare  Committee  have 
appointed  as  its  Agents  the  Ayrshire  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  within  the  area,  and  the 
Joint  Committee  for  the  domiciliary  care  of  the  Blind  in  South-West 
Scotland  to  carry  out  their  functions  on  behalf  of  blind  persons. 

(Section  37). — There  are  no  homes  for  disabled  or  old  persons 
registered  within  the  area. 

(Section  47). — No  removals  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  under  this  Section  of  the  Act. 

(Section  48). — Before  admission  to  Part  III.  Accommodation 
of  a resident,  arrangements  are  generally  made  with  relatives  to 
safeguard  any  moveable  property  of  the  applicant,  but  if  no  such 
suitable  provision  can  be  made,  steps  are  taken  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  mitigate  the  loss  or  damage. 
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(, Section  50). — Where  a person  has  died  or  is  found  dead  within 
the  area,  and  there  are  no  relatives  or  other  person  making  arrange- 
ments for  disposal  of  the  body,  the  County  Sanitary  Department 
arrange  the  burial.  During  the  year  the  Department  have  made 
burial  arrangements  in  a number  of  cases. 

2.  Nursing  Homes  Registration  (Scotland)  Act. 

There  were  two  registered  nursing  homes  which  were  visited 
periodically.  One  has  accommodation  for  18  medical,  surgical  and 
maternity  cases,  while  the  other  admits  chronic  sick  cases  only, 
having  accommodation  for  22. 

3.  Health  Education. 

The  Lecturer  of  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education 
visited  Ayrshire  Schools  in  March,  1952.  Illustrated  health 
talks  were  given  in  nine  schools  ; 1,111  children  and  55  teachers 

attended. 

In  addition,  the  Scottish  Council  Lecturer  or  a member  of  the 
Medical  Staff  gave  health  talks  to  various  organisations  in 
Prestwick,  Patna,  Sinclairston  and  Troon.  Dr.  A.  G.  Mearns 
gave  a series  of  lectures  to  our  nurses  in  the  Count}7  Buildings  on 
“ The  General  Approach  of  the  Nurse  to  Health  Education. 
The  nurses  acclaimed  the  course  as  interesting,  practical  and 
stimulating  and  were  greatly  benefited  by  it. 


VI.— GENERAL  SANITATION. 

General  sanitation  is  dealt  with  fully  in  the  Reports  of  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the 
Burghs  of  Ardrossan,  Cumnock,  Darvel,  Galston,  Girvan,  Irvine, 
Kilwinning,  Largs,  Maybole,  Newmilns,  Prestwick,  Stevenston, 
Stewarton  and  Troon. 


TABLE  I. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH — LANDWARD  AREA  AND  SMALL  BURGHS. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Deaths  at  Different  Ages  and  Percentages  of  Total  Deaths. 


Hercentai/e. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths 
under  5. 

Deaths 
5 and 
under  15. 

Deaths 
15  and 
under  65. 

Deaths 
65  and 
Upwards. 

Under  5 

5-15. 

15-65. 

65  and 
Upwards. 

bounty — 

Landward. 

1312 

101 

10 

415 

786 

7-7 

0-8 

31  6 

59  9 

burghs — 

Ardrossan. 

88 

4 

27 

57 

4-5 

30-7 

64  8 

Cumnock.. 

45 

6 

... 

10 

29 

13-3 

... 

22-2 

64-5 

Darvel 

37 

... 

... 

12 

25 

32-4 

676 

Galston 

55 

1 

... 

15 

39 

1-8 

... 

27-3 

70-9 

Girvan 

87 

7 

... 

26 

54 

8-0 

29-9 

62  1 

Irvine 

144 

8 

4 

49 

83 

5-6 

2-8 

340 

57-6 

Kilwinning 

68 

4 

1 

23 

40 

5-9 

1-5 

33-8 

58  8 

Largs 

156 

1 

1 

41 

113 

0-6 

0-6 

26-3 

72-4 

May  bole... 

53 

3 

1 

15 

34 

5-7 

19 

28  3 

641 

Newmilns . 

55 

1 

16 

38 

1-8 

29  1 

691 

Prestwick . 

163 

6 

... 

41 

116 

3 7 

* 

251 

7 1 2 

Saltcoats .. 

151 

9 

1 

45 

96 

60 

0.7 

29-8 

63  5 

Stevenston 

84 

7 

1 

25 

51 

8-3 

1-2 

29-8 

60-7 

Stewarton. 

39 

1 

16 

22 

2-6 

41  0 

66  4 

Troon 

103 

1 

1 

25 

76 

10 

1.0 

24  3 

73-7 

county — 
Landward 
and  Small 
Burghs  ... 

12640 

160 

20 

801 

' 1659 

61 

0-8 

30-3 

62  8 
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TABLE  V. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

(1)  Classified  According  to  Age  Groups  : — 
Under  1 Week 
1 Week  and  under  4 Weeks 
4 Weeks  and  under  3 Months  ... 

3 Months  and  under  6 Months... 

0 Months  and  under  12  Months 


Deaths. 

...  69 

...  11 
...  11 
...  24 

...  10 


(2)  Classified  According  to  Causes  of  Death. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

Meningococcal  Infections... 

Non-Meningococcal  Infections 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Diarrhoea  ... 

Congenital  Malformations 

Biith  Injuries,  Post-natal  Asphyxia  and 
Atelectasis 

Other  Diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy 
Violonoe 

All  other  causes  ... 


1 

1 

IS 


3 


15 

27 


37 


8 

15 


Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

16  6 
2-6 
2-6 
5-8 
2-4 


024 
0 24 


4-33 


0-72 


3-61 

6-49 


8-90 


1-92 


3 61 


TABLE  VI. 

Infectious  Diseases  -Year  1952. 

f the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  accepted  by  him  as  suffering  from  disease  stated. 
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Total 

Admi/tfi 

267 

326 

2 

1 

596 

506 

6 . 
is  J 

05  1 1 1 1 

05 

05 

Puerperal 

Fever 

and 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

1 1 1 1 1 

1 

' 

Typhoid, 

Paratyphoid 

and 

Continued 

Fevers. 

w 1 I 1 ~ 

CO 

co 

1 1 

S O S 1 1 

a -s  ^ *>  1 ^ 

^ o v 1 1 1 

TO.  JSi  1 1 

■ § 1 1 

CO 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

237 

326 

2 

565 

475 

«0  1 

1 1 

•5-12111112 
? 1 1 

B3  | | 

05 
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o s 

|*|  5 

Is 

Q $ 
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1 1 1 1 1 1 
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till! 
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Hospitals. 

Ayrshire  Central 

Cumnock 

Heathfield  Hospital,  Ayr... 
Johnstone  I.D.  Hospital... 
Ballochmyle  Hospital 

Totals 

Cases  in  which  Diagnosis 
is  Confirmed 
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TABLE  X. — Continued. 

Return  of  Cases  notified  during  the  year  in  which  Diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  confirmed. 


54 


Number  of  Cases  Diagnosed  as  Suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Age  Groups. 

Total. 

77 

82 

169 

15 

12 

I'. 

01 

01  rj 

180 

5g 

Cl  rH 

CO 

1 1 

1 

Cl  rH 

« 

45  and 
under  65. 

CO  CO 
C4 

26 

rH 

M 

-r  -r 
Cl 

X 

04 

! 35  and 

under  45. 

t-  L- 

rH 

1 N 

01 

t'r  c: 

16 

' 10  and  1 15  and  25  and 

j tinder  15.  \ under  25.  under  35. 

CO  I- 
ri  Cl 

o 

~ 1 

rH 

14 

27 

-c 

01  CO 

58 

CO  CO 

01  CO 

** 

X 

r* 

CO 

rH  rH 

Cl 

o o 

o 

5 and 
under  10. 

01  CO 

to 

O CO 

CO 

f'-  c 

CO 

1 and 
under  5. 

d CO 

to 

(M 

O 

O to 

rH 

k 

K 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

i 

1 1 

1 

/ Males 

Respiratory  - Females  ... 

1 Total 

/ Males 

N on-Rcspiratory  ...  - Females  ... 

(Total  ... 

• • • i 

W3 

l ! i 

5 u o 

•A  fel  H 

X s 

1 s ' 

«c*o  5, 

.6  C tn 

2 

Sh  H 

53  1 

Return  showing  the  Number  of  Cases  with  their  Home  Residence  in  the  Area  who  received  Treatment  in  Sanatoria 
or  other  Institutions  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 
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t Column  (d)  shows  those  who  were  In  final  residence  28  days  or  over.  Column  (e)  shows  those  who  were  in  final  residence  under  28  days. 

J All  patients  of  15  years  and  upwards  classed  as  Adults. 


—Return  of  Number  of  Persons  Resident  in  the  Area  at  31st  December,  1952,  who  were  known  to  be  Suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

(Only  Cases  in  which  a diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  confirmed  have  been  included.  Persons  in  Sanatoria,  etc., 
are  included  in  the  figures  for  the  Area  in  which  they  have  their  Home  Residence.) 
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a Persons  suffering  from  Respiratory  and  Non-Rcspirat.ory  Tuberculosis  Included  under  " Respiratory  ” only. 
h Persons  suffering  from  Multiple  Lesions  classified  according  to  tho  site  of  the  Principal  Lesion.  No  case  Included  more  than  once. 

Note. — A patient  is  retained  on  the  register  In  the  ease  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  at.  least  flvo  years,  and  In  the  ease  of  Non- Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  for  at  least  three,  years,  after  complete  freedom  from  symptums  and  absence  of  signs  of  tuberculosis,  cxrept  suoli  ns  are 
compatible  with  a healed  lesion  or  lesions. 


TABLE  X. — Continued. 

Return  of  Number  of  Persons  who  died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  Area  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952,  with 
particulars  as  to  the  period  elapsing  between  Notification  and  Death  and  between  Discharge  from  an  Institution  and  Death. 
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TABLE  IX. 

OUT-PATIENT  CLINICS. 


Place  and  Premises.  Day. 


School  Clinics — 

Ayr — King  Street 

Dairy — Higher  Grade  School 
Galston — Henrietta  Street.. 

Girvan — Wesley  Place 

Hurlford — Academy  Street. 

Irvine — Bank  Street 

Kilbirnie — Nurses'  Home. . . 
Kilmarnock — Green  Street.. 

Maybole — Carrick  Home 

Prestwick — Glenburn  P.S.... 
Saltcoats — Campbell  Avenue 
Troon — Tinnion  Nursing 

Home 

Child  Welfare  Centres — 
Annbanlc — 4 Mauchiine  Rd. 
Ardrossan — Castlecraigs, 

Glasgow  Street 

Auchinleck — 97  Back  Roger- 

ton  Crescent 

Beith — Strand 

Catrine — Brown’s  Institute 
Coylton — Claude  Hamilton 

Memorial  Hall 

Crosshouse — Old  School 

Building 

Cumnock — Millbank 

Dalmellington — Church  Hall 

Dairy — James  Street 

Darvel — Lesser  Town  Hall 
Dreghorn — Local  Welfare 

Office . 

Drongan— Public  Hall 

Galston — Henrietta  Street... 

Girvan — Wesley  Place 

Hurlford — Academy  Street. 
Irvine — 

Bank  Street 

Waterside  Street 

Kilbirnie — Nurses’  Home 

Kilwinning — Ladyford  Av.. 

Kilmaurs — J.S.  School 

Largs — Moorburn  Road 

Lugar — The  Institute 

Mauchiine — Parish  Church 

Hall 

Maybole — Carrick  Home.... 
Monkton — Carvick- Webster 

Hall 

Muirkirlc — 

Masonic  Hall 

Karnes  Institute 


Every  Monday. 

First  and  Third  Fridays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 
First  and  Third  Mondays. 

First  and  Third  Wednesdays. 
First  and  Third  Mondays. 
Every  Wednesday. 

First  and  Third  Friday. 

First  and  Third  Fridays. 

Every  Friday. 

Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 

Second  and  Fourth  Tuesdays. 

Every  Thursday. 

Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 
First  and  Third  Tuesdays. 
First  and  Third  Mondays. 

First  and  Third  Wednesdays. 

First  and  Third  Tuesdays. 
Every  Wednesday. 

Every  Thursday. 

Second  and  Fourth  Tuesdays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 

Second  and  Fourth  Tuesdays. 
First  and  Third  Tuesdays. 

First  and  Third  Wednesdays. 
First  and  Third  Tuesdays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Wednesdays. 

Alternate  Thursdays. 

Alternate  Thursdays. 

Every  Wednesday. 

Every  Wednesday. 

First  and  Third  Fridays. 
Alternate  Mondays. 

Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 

First  and  Third  Thursdays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Tuesdays. 

First  and  Third  Mondays. 

First  Monday. 

Third  Monday. 


Hour. 


3 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

10  a.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 
2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2.30  p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 
2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 
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TABLE  XI. — Continued. 

OUT-PATIENT  CLINICS — Continued. 


Place  and  Premises. 

Day. 

Hour. 

Child  Welfare  Centres — 
New  Cumnock — 

Craigbank  Hall 

Second  and  Fourth  Thursdays. 

2 p.m. 

Mansefield  Hut,  Fathbrae 

First  and  Third  Thursdays. 

2 p.m. 

Newmilns — Lady  Flora’s 
Institute 

Second  and  Fourth  Thursdays. 

2 p.m. 

Patna — Parish  Church  Hall 

Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 

2 p.m. 

Prestwick — Youth  Centre, 
Templerigg  Street 

Every  Tuesday. 

2 p.m. 

Rankinston — Mission  Hall.. 

Second  and  Fourth  Wednesdays. 

2 p.m. 

Saltcoats — Campbell  Avenue 

Every  Tuesday. 

2 p.m. 

Stevenston — War  Memorial 
Institute 

Every  Monday. 

2 p.m. 

Stewarton- — 35  Main  Street 

Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 

2 p.m. 

Tarbolton — Infant  School... 

First  and  Third  Wednesdays. 

2 p.m. 

Troon — Tinnion  Nursing 
Home 

Every  Thursday. 

2 p.m. 

West  Kilbride — Masonic  Hall 

Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 

2 p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics — 
Annbank — 4 Mauchline 
Road 

Every  Wednesday. 

2.30  p.m. 

Cumnock — Millbank 

Every  Tuesday. 

2.45  p.m. 

Girvan — Wesley  Place 

Every  Thursday. 

2 p.m. 

Irvine — Bank  Street 

Every  Monday 

2 p.m. 

Kilbirnie — Nurses’  Home... 

Every  Friday. 

10.30  a.m. 

Largs — Moorburn  Road 

Every  Monday. 

10  a.m. 

Maybole — Carrick  Home 

Every  Thursday. 

10.30  a.m. 

Saltcoats — Campbell  Avenue 

Every  Wednesday. 

10.30  a.m. 

Troon — Tinnion  Nursing 
Home 

Every  Tuesday. 

9.30  a.m. 

